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National STI Initiative

* TRA adopted at the 10th meeting of the SCST, 8 September 2004
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Science and Research Strategy of Turkey

Basic Documents

• Vision 2023-Technology Foresight

• 2005-2010 National STI Strategy

• Decrees of Supreme Council for Science and Technology 

• Prime Ministry Circulars

Main Objectives of Turkish Research Area

• To increase the quality of life in Turkey

Targets
• To increase the number and the quality of R&D personnel 

• To increase the share of R&D expenditures in GDP 

• To increase the demand for R&D 

• To increase the quality of life in Turkey

• To find solutions to social problems

• To enhance the competitiveness of Turkey

• To create awareness and interest in STI in the society 



R&D Human Resources - FTE
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Source: Turkstat - R&D Statistics
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Acc. to Country 2002 2006 Increase   Acc. to
Increase rate Rate Rank

USA 1

5 China 1035 1502 45% 2

22 Japan 857 947 10% 3

36 Russia 987 928 - 6% 4

33 Germany 480 485 1% 5  

30 France 344 362 5% 6

2002-2006 FTE R&D Personnels of Countries*

30 France 344 362 5% 6

31 United Kingdom 322 331 2% 7

7 South Korea 172 239 39% 8

17 Canada 183 220 20% 9

6 Spain 134 189 41% 10

20 Italy 164 187 14% 11

2 Turkey 29 54 88% 20

* 1000 people.  Source: OECD, TURSTAT 



• In 2002, 26th in world ranking with 28 964 people.

• In 2006, 20th in world ranking with 54 444 people.

• 6 countries that are lower than Turkey in 2006 compared 
to 2002; Switzerland, Austuria, Argentina, Denmark, 
Greece, Romania.

• Countries having the maximum increase between 2002-

Number of FTE R&D Personnel of Turkey*

• Countries having the maximum increase between 2002-
2006: 

Rank Acc. to Country Increase Rank Acc. to
Increase Rate Rate Number

1 Mexico 92% 14

2 Turkey 88% 20

3 Czech Rp. 83% 24

* x 1000 people,  Source; OECD, TurkStat 



Rank Acc. to Country 2002 2006   Increase     Rank Acc. to
Increase Rate Rate Number

35 USA 1340 1395 4% 1

4 China 811 1223 51% 2

25 Japan 647 734 14% 3

38 Russia 492 466 - 5% 4

32 Germany 266 280 5% 5  

27 France 186 209 12% 6

Number of FTE Researchers 2002-2006*

27 France 186 209 12% 6

7 South Korea 142 207 46% 7

30 UK 178 185 6% 8

20 Canada 116 139 20% 9

8 Spain 83 119 43% 10

9 Taiwan 70 97 39% 11 

12 Italy 71 94 33% 12

1 Turkey 24 43 78% 17 

* x 1000 people,  Source; OECD, TurkStat 



• In 2002 24th with in the world ranking 23 995 people.

• In 2006 17th with in the world ranking 42 263 people.

• 7 Countries that are lower than Turkey in 2006 
compared to 2002; Holland, Finland, Argentina, Belgium, 
Avusturia, Denmark, Sweden 

• Countries having the most increase between 2002-2006

Number of FTE Researchers in Turkey*

Rank Acc. to     Country Increase   Rank Acc. to
Increase Rate Rate Number

1 Turkey 78% 17

2 Czech Rep. 75% 25

3 Mexico 71% 16

* 1000 people.  Source: OECD, TURSTAT 



Scientific Publications*

Country 2003 2004 2005
2005-2003 

(%)

1 USA 307,449 293,028 310,520 1

2 UK 113,500 108,000 127,000 12

3 Germany 90,666 91,064 94,508 4

4 Japan 89,626 90,893 89,557 0

5 China 51,344 63,261 74,374 455 China 51,344 63,261 74,374 45

14 S. Korea 23,020 27,086 29,565 28

19 Turkey 12,340 15,345 16,564 34

Biggest increase in scientific publications:

China ve Turkey

*Source: ISI
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TÜBĐTAK’s Support for Scientists
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TÜBĐTAK allocates funds:

• To enhance research and innovation capacity

• To encourage R&D and innovation activities of 

the private sector

• To support national and international RDI 

collaboration networks
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collaboration networks

• To enhance scientific literacy in society

• To develop R&D-based public procurement 

system
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• To have a position in Turkey 

– Universities

– Industry

– Public Research Institutes

• National Young Investigator Program

• Post-doctoral Programs (National and International)

• Visiting Scientist Program

Opportunities for International Collaborations-1
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• Visiting Scientist Program

• Research Fellowship Abroad
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Opportunities for International Collaborations-2

• Academic Research Program

– As project team member

• Public R&D Program

– As project team member

• Technorprenuer Development Program

– For young enterprenuers to establish a firm in Turkey
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• Innovation Program for the SMEs

– For those who own an SME in Turkey

• Universal Researcher Program (EVRENA)

• International Agreements 

– EU 7th Framework Program

– EMBO  Installation Grants
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The Universal Researcher Program

• Attractive instrument for expatriate 

researchers to visit home and establish 

research links
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• Proposals must offer a critical knowledge 

transfer and/or a research training in an 

area in which the outside expertise is 

critically needed
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Host Institutions Catalogue, www.fp7.org.tr
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International collaboration and brain 

circulation are the most important 

aspects for the fullfillment of Lisbon 
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aspects for the fullfillment of Lisbon 
Objectives, as well as for the 

development of Turkish Research 

Area.



Thank You...Thank You...Thank You...Thank You...
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