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IRSES
International Research Staff Exchange Scheme

Objectives

� To establish or deepen partnerships between 
research organisations within Member 
States/Associated Countries and organisations 
in Countries covered by the European in Countries covered by the European 
Neighbourhood policy and Countries with S&T 
Agreements through a joint programme of 
exchange of researchers



IRSES
Participants

Participation rules

� Partnership: min. 2 independent EU/AC non-profit 
research organisations of at least 2 different 
countries and one or more organisations in a 
eligible third country (S&T agreement and eligible third country (S&T agreement and 
Neighbourhood policy)

� Coordinator from EU MS/AC

� Duration of the Exchange Programme: 2- 4 years



IRSES
Participants

Countries with EC agreements on S&T: 

Argentina*, Australia, Brazil*, Canada, China*, Chile*, Egypt*, 
India*, Japan, South Korea, Mexico*, Morocco*, New Zealand, 
Russia*, South Africa*, Tunisia*, Ukraine*, United States

Countries of the European Neighbourhood 
Policy (ENP):Policy (ENP):

• Eastern Europe & Central Asia (EECA) Armenia*,
Azerbaijan*, Belarus*, Georgia*, Moldova*, Ukraine*

• Mediterranean Partner Countries (MCP) Algeria*, Egypt*, 
Jordan*, Lebanon*, Libya*, Morocco*, Palestinian-
administrated areas*,  Syrian Arab Rep*., Tunisia*

* International Cooperation Partner Countries (ICPC )
http://ec.europa.eu/research/iscp/index.cfm?lg=en&p g=countries
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Exchange programme

Exchange programme

� Multi-annual joint exchange programme 

� Exchanges to/from Europe 

� No restriction for size of programme� No restriction for size of programme

� Partner institutes select their staff for exchange: 
early-stage or experienced researchers, 
management, technical staff

� Short term exchanges (up to 1 year per person in 
total)



IRSES
Community Contribution

Financial rules

� Staff are seconded (maintain salary in institution of 
origin and have the right to return)

� Community contribution for EU MS/AC partners: 
fixed 1800€/person/month (incl. travel, subsistence)fixed 1800€/person/month (incl. travel, subsistence)

� ICPC and Neighbourhood policy countries: 
Community contribution may be envisaged

� Exchanges MS/AC<->MS/AC, non-ICPC>MS/AC, 
ICPC<->ICPC are not eligible for Community funding 
(own resources)
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International Research Staff Exchange Scheme

Call 1- FP7-PEOPLE-2008-
IRSES

� Publication date: 30 
November 2007

� Call deadline: 28 March 2008

Proposals: 73 received, 1 

Call 2 - FP7-PEOPLE-2009-
IRSES

� Publication date: 25 
November 2008

� Call deadline: 27 March 2009

� Proposals: 73 received, 1 
ineligible

� Total available budget: 25M€

� Total requested budget: 12M€

59 proposals retained for funding

Total available budget: 30M€
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Call 1: Partnership in proposals retained for funding
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About 3/4 of the proposals are constituted of 5 or 
less partner organisations for research exchange 
programme



� Consultations in Brussels – always

� Read carefully also Guide for evaluators

� Check if you comply with the eligibility rules

� Very good Exchange Research Project

IRSES
Some tips for success

� Very good Exchange Research Project

� Balanced exchanged programme

� Be precise and demonstrate your skills

� Follow the updated given structure

� Underline important clear information
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Evaluated criteria and threshold



IRSES
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm



IRSES
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm



Thank you for 
your attentionyour attention

brito.ferreira@ec.europa.eu


